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Short-Term Extensions for SBA Programs Cleared by House

By Anne L. Kim, CQ Staff

The House cleared legislation Tuesday that would temporarily extend certain small-business» programs, sending the bill to President Obama just hours before the programs were slated to expire.

The bill (S 1082) would extend the «Small Business» Innovation Research (SBIR) and «Small Business» Technology Transfer Programs (STTR) as well as a commercialization pilot program through Sept. 30. It also would extend other expiring «Small Business» Administration (SBA) programs through July 31.

The measure, which the House cleared 387-33, would also require the SBIR and STTR programs to use competitive selection procedures.

The SBIR program expired in 2008 and the STTR initiative lapsed in 2009. The bill is the latest in a series of extensions to keep the programs running. Current authorities expire May 31 (PL 112-1).

Nydia M. Velazquez, D-N.Y., ranking member of the House «Small Business» Committee, opposed the bill. She argued that unlike past extensions, which treated all SBA programs the same, this bill would take “the unprecedented step of setting different authorization periods for certain SBA programs, creating a maze of confusing dates and deadlines for «small businesses».”

«Small Business» Chairman Sam Graves, R-Mo., countered that the bill would not change policy, but simply extend programs “until hopefully” the House and Senate reach an agreement on a longer-term solution.

Further action on the short-term extension came after months of debate on a more comprehensive bill (S 493) ground to a halt on the Senate floor. That measure would reauthorize the SBIR and STTR programs through fiscal 2019. The House «Small Business» Committee, meanwhile, advanced a competing bill (HR 1425) on May 11 that would reauthorize the two programs through fiscal 2014.

Tuesday’s House vote concluded legislative action that has stretched over the past two weeks on another version (S 990) introduced by Senate «Small Business» and Entrepreneurship Committee Chairwoman Mary L. Landrieu, D-La. As introduced, Landrieu’s bill would have extended all of the expiring programs for one year.

The Senate on May 19 passed an amended version of the measure, which would extend the two research programs and the commercialization program for one year, but the other expiring «small business programs for one month. The House later amended the bill to extend all expiring programs for four months, through the end of fiscal 2011.

That bill later became the legislative vehicle for a four-year extension of three controversial provisions of the 2001 anti-terrorism law known as the Patriot Act (PL 107-56) that Congress cleared last week and Obama signed into law.

