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Chairman Huelskamp, Ranking Member Chu, distinguished members of the
committee, thank you for inviting me here today. My name is Linsley Kinkade. I

am the Deputy Director of U.S. Programs at Winrock International.

Winrock International is a nonprofit organization that works with people in the
United States and around the world to empower the disadvantaged, increase
economic opportunity, and sustain natural resources. Winrock is based in Little
Rock, Arkansas, the home state of our namesake, former Governor and Arkansas’s

original economic developer, Winthrop Rockefeller.

[ am pleased to be here to today to discuss innovative and sustainable economic

and community development models taking place across rural America.

Winrock’s U.S. Programs is extensively involved in developing solutions for the
challenges facing rural communities. Our on-the-ground technical assistance to
community leaders and local organizations has been funded by grants and
cooperative agreements from agencies and partners such as the United States
Department of Agriculture, the Delta Regional Authority, the United States
Department of Labor, the State of Arkansas, Kellogg Foundation and the Walton

Family Foundation.
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Winrock is based in Little Rock, the heart of a six-county metropolitan region
which accounts for fewer than 720,000 people. Compared to large counties in
California, Florida, New York or Texas, our metro area is certainly rural. However,
Arkansas is home to more than 500 cities, with only 22 having a population more
than 20,000 and only 60 cities with a population above 5,000; thereby making the
Little Rock metro area one of Arkansas’s most urban environments. Winrock has
seen successful economic and community development models blossom in both

our urban and rural areas.

The Arkansas Women’s Business Center located in El Dorado, Arkansas, a city
with a population of 18,000, provides technical assistance and training tailored to
meet the needs of women business owners across the state of Arkansas. Funded in
part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration,
since 2011 the Women’s Business Center has provided training to more than 700
clients, counseled more than 350 clients, helped 35 new businesses start, and

assisted companies that have created 65 jobs.

The Innovate Arkansas initiative, funded by the State of Arkansas through its
Economic Development Commission, convenes startup technology entrepreneurs
in Arkansas and works with them as they become mature companies. Since 2008,
Innovate Arkansas clients have launched more than 150 startups, created more than

600 jobs, and received more than $295 million from public and private sources.

Entrepreneurs and business owners in these programs are provided quality training,
counseling, talent, access to capital, and other resources to empower and equip
them to ensure business success with the ultimate goal of creating a sustainable

entrepreneurial ecosystem.
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The Innovation Hub at Winrock is a perfect example of an innovative and broad-
based approach to talent and enterprise development that can be applied to rural
and urban communities of any size. The Innovation Hub provides facilities and
programs that support education and entrepreneurship for all age groups across a

wide range of disciplines.

The Innovation Hub has planned, developed, and administered a broad array of
entrepreneurial programs, including HubX-LifeSciences, a privately-funded world-
class healthcare accelerator program that recently completed its initial cohort with
seven highly accomplished companies from across the world. Those seven
companies leveraged approximately $2 million of private capital from Arkansas-

based investors.

Economic development occurs in communities where people can live, work, and
grow. The revitalization of Main Streets and courthouse squares across rural

America can be the catalyst for new community investment.

For example, municipal leaders in Lake Village, Arkansas, a community of
approximately 2,500 realized that to compete and grow the redevelopment of
downtown was critical. By combining more than $2 million in funding from
various federal and state agencies and the city’s own coffers, the city renovated a
dilapidated historic structure on its Main Street into a LEED-certified municipal
building housing all city services. The project increased downtown foot traffic and
convinced investors to renovate nearby buildings to house new small businesses

interested in a downtown location.
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Our rural communities remain hopeful for the future. Coupling innovative
entrepreneurship programs with quality of life and place-making revitalization

efforts can bring increased economic development in urban and rural areas alike.
Chairman Huelskamp, Ranking Member Chu, distinguished members of the

committee, thank you for inviting me here today. I appreciate the opportunity to

speak with you, and am happy to answer any questions you may have.
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